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Narco-Tra!cking and Violence in Mexico
Mexico has been a!icted by high levels of drug violence in 
recent years, with the largest number of drug-related killings 
concentrated in three states: Michoacán, Guerrero, and Sinaloa. 
The Mexican government has responded with the arrest and 
extradition of high-pro"le cartel leaders and the deployment of 
federal troops to troubled states. These e#orts destabilized 
major cartels and led to higher levels of violence in early 2007, as 
competing cartels, rival factions,and government forces clashed 
with one another. Drug-related killings declined dramatically in 
mid-2007, possibly owing to a pact among major cartels.

Average monthly killings were higher in 
the "rst half of 2007 than in the second.

Rate of Cartel Related Killings by State

 Spreading Violence: Geographically, narco-violence was more evenly 
distributed across di#erent states in 2007 than in 2006. In 2006 about 80 
percent of all cartel-related killings were reported to have taken place in 
nine states (the border states plus Sinaloa, Guerrero, and Michoacán). 
However in 2007 that proportion dropped to about 65 percent.

  A “Spill Over” E!ect? There appeared to be a “spillover” e#ect from high 
violence states in 2006 (like Tamaulipas, Michoacán, and Sinaloa) to 
neighboring states in 2007 (like Nuevo León, Guerrero, and Sinaloa). 

  Signi"cant Decline in Michoacán: Michoacán, home state of President 
Felipe Calderón, reported the highest rate of cartel-related slayings (at 
13.56 per 100,000 people) in 2006, but saw a signi"cant decline (to 
5.96/100,000 people) in 2007, partially owing to the aggressive federal 
government response to the crisis in the Central Paci"c Coast State.  



Number of Police Per 1,000 People
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Extraditions Between the United States and 

Mexico, 2001-2007

From Mexico

From the U.S.

 U.S.-Mexico Extraditions: 

 Targeting Major Drug Kingpins: 

é

 The Merida Initiative: 
é

U.S.-Mexico Collaboration in Counter-Drug E!orts

 Professionalizing Mexico’s Police Forces: 
, 

-

 Justice Sector Reform: 

Drug Killings in Mexican Regions, 2006-07
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Evaluating Mexico’s Drug Violence
 Overall Increase in Drug Killings: 

 Regionalized Violence: 
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